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Abstract

Introduction: During the 16th to 19th centuries, the Caucasus region
was a battleground for Iran, the Ottoman Empire and Russia. Initially,
Iran and Russia sought an alliance after the Ottoman invasion of the
South Caucasus in the late 1570s, but internal issues and logistics
hindered progress. With the rise of Abbas, | (1587-1629) in Iran and
Michael Romanov (1613-1645) in Russia, a new stage in relations
began. The treaty of Zuhab (1639) between Iran and the Ottomans
established a new regional order and the thriving silk road through the
Caspian Sea attracted many Western delegations to Iran. Armenian
merchants negotiated new treaties with the Tsar and strengthened
Russian-Iranian trade relations until the 18th century. However, the
collapse of the Safavid Empire led to a crisis, with rebel groups
plundering Shamakht and the Ottomans seizing the South Caucasus.
During the reign of Peter, | (1689-1725), Russia occupied parts of
Iran, marking a significant turning point in their relations throughout
the 18th century.
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Research question: The main topic of this research deals with the
position of the Caucasus in the formation and evolution of relations
between Safavid Iran and Moscow Russia. Its goals are to explain the
situation in the Caucasus and turn it into a geopolitical issue between
Iran, Ottoman and Russia.

Research hypothesis: Due to the emergence of a new order in the 16th
and 17th centuries, which was the result of global and regional
developments, the Caucasus played a fundamental role in the
formation, direction, and evolution of new relations between Iran and
Russia.

Methodology: This aim of this historical research is to address the
subject from an interdisciplinary perspective. Using a wide range of
primary sources, this study employs a descriptive-explanatory method
to shed light on this distinct phase of Iran-Russia relations.
Simultaneously, geopolitical concepts have also been used to provide
a more comprehensive understanding of the main topic.

Results and discussion: The nature of Iran-Russia relations in the new
era has clearly been influenced by the two countries positions in the
Caucasus region. The beginning of new relations between the two
countries coincided with the establishment of the Safavid government
and the emergence of Moscow Russia in the first half of the 16th
century. In addition to the traditional trade relations between Iranians
and Russians, another logic linked these two powers and that was the
confrontation with a common enemy, the Ottomans. The Ottoman
Empire, which emerged on the dead Byzantium empire in the western
region of Asia Minor, had become a great and expanding power in the
course of the 16th century. This power saw the Safavid state as a
geopolitical threat to its influence in Asia Minor, while also claiming
sovereignty over the Crimean Khanate, which it considered itself the
legitimate heir to the Golden Army. The dismantling of the Kazan and
Astrakhan Khanates by Ivan IV meant, from a geopolitical
perspective, that the Russians were gradually approaching the
Ottoman sphere of influence in the Black Sea region. Russia was in a
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superior position, both geographically and militarily, to expand its
influence in the North Caucasus, relative to Crimea and the Ottomans.
Therefore, Iran and Russia had a specific incentive to establish a
relationship based on hostility towards the Ottomans.

During the reign of Shah Abbas I, Iran successfully restored its
ancient authority in the Caucasus and expanded its administrative
territory as far north as Darband in Dagestan. Shah Abbas's
achievements in this field increased security and led to the
development and prosperity of Iranian and Russian trade through the
Caucasus. However, the competition between the two countries to
expand their influence in the North Caucasus continued, leading to a
passive military confrontation during the reign of Shah Abbas II.
Meanwhile, these complex relations led to a significant and
unprecedented boom in Iranian-Russian trade at the beginning of the
18th century. However, it also caused the Iranian kings to worry about
the gradual expansion of Russia. In the 1720s, with the fall of Isfahan
and the campaign of Peter the Great’s, Iran entered a new phase that
fundamentally affected the future of relations between the two
countries.

Conclusion: The success of the Safavid government, especially Shah
Abbas |, in establishing Iranian peripheral authority in the Caucasus
and imposing it on the Ottomans, along with the commercial
attractiveness of Iran, led the Russians to develop political and
commercial relations with this country. A relationship that included
competition for influence in the Caucasus. This relationship continued
with pessimism until the end of the Safavid rule. At this stage,
maritime trade between the two countries centered on Shamakhi - in
the South Caucasus — experienced an unprecedented boom, parallel to
the development of Peter I's Asian strategy, prompting the Tsar to
strive for a bilateral agreement with Iran. This treaty was intended to
provide a specific legal framework for relations between the two
countries, the main goals of which were to guarantee the interests of



Journal of Central Eurasia Studies, Vol. 17, No. 2, Autumn & Winter 2024 4

the merchants of the two countries and cooperation against the
Ottoman Empire. The crisis of the Safavid government and its
collapse forced Russia to fight to prevent the Ottoman advance and
complete occupation of the Caucasus. The result was the 1724 treaty
of Istanbul, which divided the Caucasus between two rivals. However,
the structural ties, the administrative legacy of the Safavid state and
Iran's geopolitical advantage in the South Caucasus were still
preserved, in case if a new authority emerged, the aggressors would be
expelled from lIranian territory and a regional order in the country's
favor would be established in the Caucasus.
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1. Kaffa
35 03,8 G5 aillale B 5 atiS S 0lal 3 a4 IS Ollales ae¥sl Ko 40 A0 Jlo 55 55 5 he 5l Y

Bakikhanov, 1970: 98-100.
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.(326-340; Faridiin Beg, 1857/1: 620-625; Svanidze, 2009: 191-197
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e Lblaen 5 ol o8 Olasls Jlad 55 Ol ol 50 Sl (G gty Sl 5,2
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Sl of e300 3 mar 5,5 Jad 1) Oly et oS s 0L oyl dosmasls 5 053 foelasd
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Oyt o gl Ll 4 s Lily ilame adilo 3 a0 1) (5,502 pgon 3]0 Olake
3 SE Ll 5 53,8 (S5 Ol S5 Oyl it s 1 sty LaL 5 S
53l el gl Ksle 0 Jleds 1 .(Pegevi, 1999711 220-225) S b puas |y 4S5 Ol o

.(Bakikhanov, 1970: 100) 5 S &S ,Sa) Olg e 5 duys a5 ans S O (8 Sames

Sl ol i e g Ol OF Jlsl 5 3l 4 28 Sa) s (ol b plaze JLepl
o3l 3l 3l 5 dols (6 o el B dlidl 15 ps e b ilas 0 sbed i s, ALLE
ol ol et 4 B0 5 Slede dowto ol b 2555 55 (353 O, 5 15 00 50
AbUbaKr b. ) dd ;mie Oy s 3 Labd adleS (Sl diboleze )3 5 Ollabugsl Ssle

u"uf’ Ol ol 515 su00 30> .(Abdullah, 2013: 151-175; Eskandar Munshi, 2003/1: 270-272
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SUB oy 4 Ol 5 duss o e 53 Oloa 1 K03 5L JBE 5 Slee doee 0L S
e (Bakikhanov, 1970: 102-115) Ay e | b Sl ) il 38505 3,51 pma
2SS i Slate Altle b (S5 Ol 3 o oS 5 Ol 3 02 50 5l ne
O 3 Gsho S ald 3l Sy it LS Ghae OT 5 s Lag S cpl Codh g
Eskandar Munshi, 2003/1: 230-239, 261-265, ) J_uS JUdl aas 4w a4 Sos 5 sl | 5lids

.(Hosseini Qumi, 2004/2: 676-687; 405-407

‘SWVE-‘WJJ}‘ UAL:&GL-:' C)J-ATJ.:

S 0lml alial css o (pVPTYA-NOAV/Gio ) YA-47 1 Ss) ol eliseld s
5305 5 3 ge Cund S ol Gl 5 s il 8L @L:j sl gl
Eskandar Munshi, 2003/2: ) 5, < el ol glaasl o 4 Slate b sl el
St S sSe gl dle der 3 558 Jldial a g, b oled sl 51Ol o (409
i goled sy Ol gl pdy ol S dlis iy g u Bl il 1) Sledys (65,
St Ll bl g glate ade bl 4ol 2 Sl 0BT cy sele ol s oS
Siss haals ok slag e 4 gmpia 45 Sl Aas b sbosil 5 Ollabu b 5 Olay
S Lol by S ) s plp 5n s sl Sa sl cpl b s
0333 S Sl ey oL (Jl= Olaa s | (Bymes, 1976:121-143; Allen, 1970/1:166) <138
g ;03 5L VPTG Y Jls s e S eadees Jle Sl eSlads 5L
L) 58180075000 sladln s gla 228 K20 55 5 4 8 e glac U

it <S5 S e 15 ey S O 5 late JWl 3 slacmes e 0)9) 21PN/ Ge) 1]

W e cnl Ol LT DA 318 Sl oa g Sl Ao g pd e SUB 5 a5 el ol ailss Sesss cnl)

EYO-J)
Hesam Moezzi, 1987: 333-374; Matthee, 2003: 101-128; Kortepeter, 2011: 60-85; Matthee,
2013: 333-357; Kopaes, 2015; Anapees, 2021: 163-169.
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' (Khuzani Isfahani, 2015/111: 450-573) 5,5 0 Ol S Slad 5 a5 B 0l ) 5

Labdge sl VI3V YY) L s il oli o5 il s 4 5p0 b
b se 0,8 Jres Slade 4 0z g0 b Lai= L5 (p V00O 3.645T) acnlal
Eskandar Munshi, 2003/2: 864; ) d—isw 3 s (52 a1, 5l Cper s Ol
03 St gy (gl vl_lé_; Sl (gda das 95 Jsb 5 sl (Svanidze, 1988: 121-122
Sl JSha 3 0l S Lal 3 gy 0 43S s 5l S 108 55 S | adlae
S hslsy lastls aS as e Ol S o Iy Jols i sls! pllas cl 35l 2l
Ols e i St A a5 By o oS OF ol S 5 Ol S ala slaolils

{(Rohrborn, 1349: 3-6) 5 (L33 Ol sl Ll 53 Ladl 6,03l 48 daeey 5o 5 Fle
ool GldS 5l lem 5 Oltls LU slods 5 o S UK s (Coner el
G imo St 53 5Bl 03 Sl gl Jsl el old S sl Flo b sl Sl
Sl 0usls S50 5 wle ol LslS .(Bakikhanov, 1970: 142-143) 55 5lass o g 5o
s 5l ils ol jom 4 e @l Ol s ladlae vja_» CuS g 3B s (G ste
3 e 03516, 5 duss o Gsto Sl ol 5 el sl el (Sl 55
Py J&Jz«., Iy el cpl s Slde 5 any S OULE 348 Ol pl 4 glasls a@;;,w
5oy s Ol sl (65 e Dbl (s 5lus5L )j,aL Olg e QL (o593 e 53 3l Al
Khuzani Isfahani, 2015: 506-508; ) J_& Olinsls il >15 55 S5 e aald ks ol

.(Bakikhanov, 1970: 137-140

e )

Eskandar Munshi, 2003/2: 654-660, 679-681, 707-710, 715-736 Kopaes, 2015: 30-31;
ol Bl & Bl ol e e Sl 51 Sauled w Of 53 Slete ls W2l i s fsas ol ool Y
(Svanidze, 1988 :....)
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s 4y Oledls 5 Ols e Ol (S ol Sl 1 Ol &M 05k slys o se ©1S
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o0 S Sl g S NURIW o8 K o 93 e > (Kykanoa, 1977: 36-37
= Gshe g i L) Gl 88 ke s Lis Ol ) s led SIALL
Sl 2l 5 5SSl G0 5 8 oy 53 Ol Sler Dol e gl s
Sl el yels ol 31 oyl 9 4 sy (GO0 4 5 2 5yl b ule ol (ol
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St Dl L1 (pVPY/ G300 1 ¥8) o aboley w3 L5 a5 L ey JL
O sl 53 5 s Sl 0555 ol 53 Olodos 3 53 (6138 0315 51 4 5 S Ll

Khwajegi Isfahani, 274-275; Hurewitz, ) J_5 cu 3l288 O g 55 S 9d 33 3580 03 gdkoes

1. Michael Fyodorovich Romanov (r. 1613-1645)
2. CennioBa, 2007: 47.

i 5B Jled 5 0ol e Solew 3 O ool 5 s o0l 55055 ¥
Lemercier-Quelquejay, 1958: 6-10; Chenciner and Magomedkhanov, 1992: 124.
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Qazvini, ) dwlxil 5Las Jlai 55 e lay 0 L Oly s JIg O 5 st Olo 5 s
Glasy s 5 dsl s i Ol e |y ossbsy ool .(2004: 536-537; Qazvini, 2003: 508-510
Sl sy 5ot 3Ll s ey ) 05580555 el Ll s 8 55 Ols sn
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AL 0L
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Rybar, 2022: 728-742
2. Alexei Mikhailovich (1645-1676)
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1. Douglas K. Reading
2. lsrael Ori
3. Apremun I1. Bonsiakuu (Artemia Petrovitch Volynskii)
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50l Bl am s JUdl s (dle o3 4 S5 e 4 OSI B s 51 0T ol sl e
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1. Jean Louis d’Usson, Marquis de Bonnac (1672-1738).
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