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Cold War world order, traditional diplomacy has lost its importance,
and new dimensions such as public diplomacy have emerged that are
capable of addressing the shortcomings of traditional models and
increasing the soft power of states. In this context, the emergence of
Web 2.0 and social media has significantly expanded the
opportunities for targeted and widespread use of these platforms.
This technological shift has transformed Israeli public diplomacy
from a passive to an active form, providing vast opportunities for
influence. Among the countries that prioritize Israel’s foreign policy
goals, Azerbaijan has become a key arena for the manifestation of
Israeli public diplomacy. In response to the question of the extent to
which public diplomacy has contributed to increased convergence
between Israel and Azerbaijan, the findings indicate that Israel has
used the three main pillars of public diplomacy, namely immigrant
diplomacy, cultural diplomacy, and media diplomacy, to achieve its
broader goals in public diplomacy and Hasbara. These efforts, along
with actions in other diplomatic areas, have increased convergence
between Azerbaijan and the lIsraeli regime. This study, using a
qualitative analytical-explanatory approach and a deductive method,
explains the network patterns of interaction between Israel and
Azerbaijan in the field of public diplomacy based on the previous
theoretical framework.
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Introduction: The collapse of the Soviet Union and the subsequent
shift in the global balance of power in favor of the United States,
Israel’s most important strategic ally, provided an exceptional
opportunity for Israeli leaders to reorient their foreign policy
priorities. This shift enabled Israel to shift its strategic focus from the
Arab sphere in West Asia to the central region of the world,
positioning itself to benefit from the emerging “Great Game” and to
use its geopolitical advantages to expand its regional influence.
Although Israel established relations with all the republics of Central
Asia and the South Caucasus, some countries, especially the Republic
of Azerbaijan, became particularly important. This importance was
due to several factors: Azerbaijan's significant energy resources, its
strategic location near Iran’s borders, and the pro-Western orientation
of the Azerbaijani leadership, which gave Israel considerable freedom
of action. However, globalization, the emergence of complex
interdependence, and the post-Cold War international environment
diminished the importance of traditional diplomacy and paved the way
for new dimensions, especially public diplomacy. This emerging form
of diplomacy compensated for the limitations of classical models and
played a pivotal role in the rise of soft power. In this context, the
emergence of Web 2.0 technologies and social media platforms
significantly expanded opportunities for targeted and widespread
engagement. These technological developments allowed Israeli public
diplomacy to evolve from a reactive to a proactive model, offering
vast opportunities to shape foreign public opinion.

Research question: This study seeks to examine the extent to which
public diplomacy has contributed to enhancing convergence between
Israel and the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Research hypothesis: Through a network-based public diplomacy
strategy that includes diaspora mobilization, cultural engagement, and
media outreach, Israel has fostered convergence and mutual trust with
the Republic of Azerbaijan and helped deepen bilateral relations
within the framework of "Hasbara 2"

Methodology: This qualitative study, with an analytical-
explanatory approach and within a deductive framework, is designed
to deeply understand and explain the network patterns of interaction
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between Israel and the Republic of Azerbaijan in the field of public
diplomacy, based on the previous theoretical framework. Given that
the phenomenon under study is complex, multi-layered, and meaning-
driven, a qualitative approach offers the best opportunity to discover
hidden and interpretive relationships between components.

Results and discussion: Israel has played an important role in this
convergence through a networked approach and by using its
diplomatic tools in the areas of diaspora, culture, and media. The
ongoing activities of Israeli cyber trolls, coordinated through the
Israeli Foreign Ministry and its ambassador to Azerbaijan, along with
a network of social media accounts, various media outlets,
universities, cultural, scientific, and sports centers, as well as the
presence of a significant Jewish population and the increasing flow of
tourists between the two countries, have all played a role in facilitating
this convergence.

Conclusion: While Israel's technical, military, agricultural, high-
tech, cyber, medical, and other expertise have been attractive to
Azerbaijan and have strengthened bilateral cooperation in recent
years, Israel has not been obvious in reflecting this cooperation on
Azerbaijani public opinion. This has created an image of a loyal
partner in the minds of the Azerbaijani government and people. One
of the main reasons for Azerbaijan’s increasing divergence from Iran
in recent years can be attributed to the influence of Israeli public
diplomacy, which has been successful in aligning Azerbaijani
policymakers and, to some extent, the public, with its interests.
Another important achievement of this bilateral cooperation has been
the transformation of long-standing narratives about Israel in
Azerbaijan's educational textbooks. These texts now include more
neutral and, in some cases, pro-Israeli depictions. For example, the
actions of Palestinian resistance groups against Israel are described as
"terrorist activities,” while the concepts of the Holocaust and
antisemitism are taught from an Israeli perspective.

Keywords: Public Diplomacy, Cultural Diplomacy, Hasbara,
Israel, Republic of Azerbaijan.
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