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After its independence in 1991, Kazakhstan adopted a multi-vector
foreign policy to address its geopolitical position between Russia and
China while exploiting its energy resources. This strategy sought to
balance relations with major powers and promote economic
development. This study examines the impact of Kazakhstan’s multi-
vector foreign policy on its economic development and argues that it
has supported economic growth through a pragmatic, non-ideological
approach that prioritizes economic interests, expands international
cooperation, attracts foreign direct investment (FDI), and increases
foreign trade. Using a descriptive economic approach and data on
trade and foreign direct investment (FDI), this study examines the
geopolitics of the peripheral region. It explains how Kazakhstan's
strategic location has encouraged active economic diplomacy.
Findings show that balanced relations with Russia, China, the United
States, and the European Union have enabled Kazakhstan to attract
significant investment, diversify its trading partners, expand energy
export routes, and strengthen its role in regional transit networks. The
study concludes that the multi-vector foreign policy has been a key
driver of Kazakhstan’s economic development. However, its long-
term success depends on adapting to changing geopolitical conditions
while maintaining balanced relations with major powers.
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Introduction: After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991,
Kazakhstan emerged as an independent state in the heart of Eurasia,
facing the dual challenge of defining its place in the international
system while simultaneously pursuing economic development. The
country’s geopolitical location between Russia and China, its vast
energy resources, and its landlocked status made adopting a balanced
foreign policy a strategic imperative. Under Nursultan Nazarbayev's
leadership, Kazakhstan adopted a “multi-vector foreign policy”
strategy to maintain balanced relations with major powers while
maximizing economic opportunities through engagement with diverse
international actors. Over time, this policy became a main pillar of the
country’s economic development, playing a significant role in
attracting foreign investment, expanding trade, and fostering
international economic integration.

Research question: What impact has Kazakhstan’s multi-vector
foreign policy had on the country’s economic development? This
question matters because Kazakhstan has achieved greater economic
success than most Central Asian republics and has significantly
improved its well-being and development indicators over the past
three decades.

Research hypothesis: This study hypothesizes that Kazakhstan’s
multi-vector foreign policy, based on non-ideological realism and the
prioritization of economic interests, has facilitated economic growth
and development by expanding international cooperation, attracting
foreign direct investment (FDI), and promoting foreign trade. By
avoiding excessive dependence on any single power, this strategy has
enabled Kazakhstan to simultaneously benefit from the economic
capacities of Russia, China, the United States, the European Union,
and other international partners.

Methodology: The study used descriptive statistical methods and
data on Kazakhstan's foreign trade, foreign direct investment, and
economic cooperation. The conceptual framework is based on the
geopolitics of secondary powers in a great-power competition
environment. From this perspective, Kazakhstan's geographical
location has encouraged the great powers to adopt a multi-vector
foreign policy. In this framework, geopolitics is the contextual



3 Kazakhstan’s Multi-Vector Foreign Policy in Light of ...

variable, while multi-vector foreign policy and economic diplomacy
are intervening variables, and economic development is the dependent
variable. The model shows that Kazakhstan has used its geopolitical
position and pragmatic foreign policy to create humerous economic
opportunities internationally.

Results and discussion: The findings show that Kazakhstan’s
multi-vector foreign policy has played a significant role in the
country’s economic success. While maintaining close relations with
Russia, Kazakhstan has also established extensive economic
cooperation with China, the European Union, and the United States.
Key results of this approach include large international companies in
the energy sector, the development of oil and gas fields, and the
transfer of modern technologies. Kazakhstan has expanded its
economic infrastructure and become one of Central Asia's main
investment destinations by attracting hundreds of billions of dollars in
foreign investment. The energy sector, especially oil and gas, has been
the main focus of these investments. American, European, Russian,
and Chinese companies have participated in major energy projects,
and this diverse partnership has helped avoid excessive economic
dependence on any single external actor.

In foreign trade, the multi-vector policy has helped diversify
Kazakhstan’s economic partnerships. Russia and China remain among
the country’s most important trading partners, while the European
Union, Turkiye, India and the South Caucasus countries also hold
important positions in Kazakhstan’s foreign trade relations. The
development of export pipelines to China and Europe, as well as
participation in international transit and connectivity initiatives, has
improved the country’s access to global markets. At the same time,
Kazakhstan has sought to strengthen its sovereignty and independence
by actively participating in regional and international organizations.
Membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), and other international
institutions is an important part of its strategy to maintain a balanced
foreign-relations posture. However, recent developments in the
international system have created new challenges for this policy. The
war in Ukraine, intensifying competition between Russia and the
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West, the expansion of China’s economic influence, and changing
global trade patterns have limited Kazakhstan’s room for maneuver. In
response, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev's government has sought
to maintain strategic ties with Russia while expanding cooperation
with China, the European Union, Turkiye, and countries in the South
Caucasus. The development of the Middle Corridor and alternative
transport and energy routes fits within this broader strategic
framework.

Conclusion: The findings of this study indicate that the multi-
vector foreign policy has been one of the most important factors
contributing to Kazakhstan’s economic success in the post-
independence era. By balancing great powers, attracting foreign
investment, expanding trade, and diversifying export routes, this
policy has created favorable conditions for economic growth and
improved living standards. Kazakhstan has successfully turned its
geopolitical position into a strategic advantage and, while avoiding
dependence on any single power, has established extensive economic
relations with a wide range of international actors. Despite these
remarkable achievements, emerging geopolitical developments
suggest that sustaining these gains will require continued adaptation of
the multi-vector strategy to the evolving international environment.
Maintaining a balance among great powers, developing alternative
transit corridors, and pursuing active economic diplomacy will be
essential to Kazakhstan’s continued economic development in the
years to come.

Keywords: Multi-Vector Foreign Policy, Economic Development,
Foreign Direct Investment, Economic Diplomacy, Kazakhstan.
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