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Abstract

Islamic Republic of Iran enjoys close and amicable relations with small and
Christian Republic of Armenia. On the contrary, the ties between Iran and
seemingly significant Shia Republic of Azerbaijan are frayed. While
Tehran’s close relationship with Yerevan is widely attributed to geographical
and economic isolation of Armenia, Iran-Azerbaijan unfriendly relations
have stemmed from suspicion and lack of trust. From a historical
perspective, Iran Russia special relations are based on rivalry between
Russia and Western powers, rather than real and common interests between
these two neighbors. Russia that still has a significant influence on the south
Caucasus region tries to limit Iran’s economic influence in Armenia and
Georgia. Moreover, Armenia’s efforts to enhance its foreign relations with
the West and Russia signal that Tehran may not rely on its long-term close
ties with Yerevan.
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Abstract

The Chechen Republic (commonly referred to as Chechnya) is a part of vast
territory of Russian Federation that has been a source of contention since
collapse of the Soviet Union. Identity elements and tattered cultural bonds
have strained ties between two nations of Chechnya and Russia. Various
aspects of crisis in Chechnya have been addressed by many theoretical
approaches of international relations, including “critical security studies” as
the youngest one. This approach has investigated the issue of security and its
root causes from a critical perspective. It has also added humanism to the
lexicon of security terms of international relations. Employing the approach
of critical security studies, the paper reasons that lack of identity recognition
and discord between rulers of Russia and Chechnya have provoked crisis
since the collapse of the Soviet Union.
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