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Abstract

Introduction: Despite being on the anti-Israel front, Russia has put the
policy of strategic closeness with this actor on its agenda. Various
micro and macro factors have been involved in Russia’s decision-
making process regarding proximity to Israel in a typical and complex
manner. These influencing factors on Russia's foreign policy have
continued since the collapse of the Soviet Union, so that the current
cooperation and interaction between Russia and Israel in regional and
international developments has introduced Russia as a strategic
partner in international forums.

Research Question: What role do micro and macro factors play in
Russia's decision-making regarding its strategic approach to Israel? At
the same time, its purpose is to give priority to the importance of the
factors influencing Russia's behavior and foreign policy regarding
Israel, especially during Putin's presidency.

Research Hypothesis: The research hypothesis indicates that the
strategic approach to Israel in foreign policy was caused by various
factors in Russia's decision-making process. These factors have had
different degrees of effectiveness at the micro and macro levels and
have restructured the strategy of getting closer to Israel. During Putin's
presidency, the role factor and then environmental variables have been
more effective than other factors in this decision.

Methodology (and Theoretical Framework if there are): In this article,
the authors have investigated the topic and hypothesis of the article
with qualitative content analysis method based on inductive approach.
In order to explain Russia's foreign policy towards Israel, while
paying attention to the level of macro analysis, factors at the level of
micro analysis should also be studied. Therefore, to explain Russia's
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foreign policy towards Israel, we have used James Rosena's theory to
provide a more accurate and comprehensive explanation of foreign
policy by combining two levels, macro and micro. Therefore, in the
analysis of Russia's foreign policy towards Israel, four variable factors
of the individual, role, government and society at the micro level and
environmental variables at the macro level have been emphasized.
Nevertheless, the factors affecting Russia's foreign policy at the micro
and macro levels have evolved based on a causal sequence and have
become a fixed pattern in Moscow's foreign policy. According to
Rosena, these factors have had different effects on Russia's foreign
policy. Therefore, each of these factors have played significant role in
Russia's decision to adopt a strategic approach towards Israel.

Results and Discussion: The findings indicate that the individual
factor including the norms, beliefs and perceptions of decision makers
is an important principle. During Putin's presidency, the feeling of the
same language has affected relations between Moscow and Tel Aviv.
However, during the presidency of Yeltsin and Medvedev, Western
tendencies have been more effective in Moscow's strategic approach
to Tel Aviv. In James Rosena's theory, the role of decision makers in
the government's foreign policy behavior is considered an effective
factor. Russia's formal and informal laws emphasize the important role
of president in directing the foreign policy. The President of Russia
determines Russia's foreign policy by appointing the Minister of
Foreign Affairs and his board as the main representative of the
government. Putin has made the best use of his position and role for
the strategic neighborhood with Israel and can give importance to his
role in the formation of the strategic neighborhood policy with Israel
according to national and international considerations. Therefore, the
role factor has priority over other factors. Although the dimension of
role has affected the relationships between the two actors during
Yeltsin's presidency, but the role of president was less prioritized in
Medvedev's period. Governmental structure as an important variable
in James Rosena's theory has influenced foreign policy. Since the
Russian political system is a combination of democracy and
authoritarianism, many democratic institutions do not have a special
place in Russian foreign policy. Therefore, Russia's foreign policy is
formulated and implemented around the axis of the executive power in
such a way that we observe the increased role of the executive power
as a main and important variable in proximity to Israel across the
diplomatic history. In addition, the role of the executive branch in the
Kremlin's foreign policy has been significantly strengthened during
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Putin's presidency and other institutions establish diplomatic relations
within the framework of the president's foreign policy. Social and
non-governmental aspects are another variable that have been capable
of affecting Russia's foreign behavior in such a way that the executive
power and its relevant institutions in formulating and implementing
foreign policy constantly interact with influential groups, such as the
pro-Western moderate network, Jewish organizations, media, etc. and
have affected the formation of the consensual nature of Russia's
foreign policy against Israel. Based on environmental variables,
Israel's role in solving Russia's disputes with the United States,
cooperation in the fight against terrorism, developments in the Middle
East and the Caucasus have led to the development of a neighborly
approach in Russia's foreign policy.

Conclusion: With the election of Putin to the presidency, Russia's
foreign policy has changed its direction to use Israel as a tool to gain
advantage from the West and the United States in order to achieve its
goals by exerting pressure on Israel in international and regional
developments. Putin knows that Israel's need for Russia to guarantee
its security in the developments in the Middle East, especially the
Syrian crisis, may meet Moscow's foreign policy goals and priorities.
So, in Putin's presidency, environmental variable is prioritized after
the role factor. In a general view, all five factors have not only
influenced Russia's foreign policy, but also interacted with each other.

Keywords: Israel, Decision Making, Middle East, Russia, Foreign
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