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Introduction: Central Asia, despite its proximity to the nomadic world
and issues related to the interaction and confrontation between them,
In the first Islamic millennium, it was one of the most influential
centers in the Islamic world. What is meant by influential is that, in
addition to being attractive enough to call Muslim intellectuals and
elites, it has also been a pioneer in laying the groundwork for the
emergence of indigenous forces. This dynamism is rooted in many
factors, including the distinct cultural heritage that this region has
been connected to through its geographical location and a network of
active roads.

Entering the new historical era showed stable developements in
communication networks and channels of cultural interactions in this
land. Although the scope of these changes was not only regional, but
due to the special geography of Central Asia and parallel
developments in it, all its fields (including political, economic and
cultural subjects) underwent extensive changes.

Research question: The coincidence of the above intertwined changes
with the transformation of the Silk Road networks has led researchers
to a theoretical duality in analyzing the direction of their change; In
the sense that majority of them with a decadent view and with the
hypothesis of "decline” have raised the issue that the Silk Road has
declined in recent centuries due to the strengthening of the coastal
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system as a powerful competitor and since the material and spiritual
development of Central Asia depended on the prosperity of this
ancient road, with the decline of this highway, this land (which has no
direct connection with the coastal system) is on the verge of
widespread decline and backwardness. Despite the popularity of this
view, a minority of recent scholars have challenged the theory of the
decline of the Silk Road and gone out of their way to deny the decline
of the region as a result. The important point in the opinions of both
groups of researchers is the acceptance of a causal relationship
between the condition of the Silk Road and conditions of the region;
That is, assuming the degeneration or continuation of the glory, the
status and location of the Silk Road is the cause. The problem of this
article is related to this scientific differnce, but due to the belonginig
of Central Asia’s to the Islamic world and its dynamic role in this
cultural geography, the scope of research has become more limited
and examines the relationship between the Silk Road and the cultural
situation of the region only from the perspective of the Islamic world.
Therefore, the main question is, what effect did the changes of the Silk
Road have on the cultural position of Central Asia in the Islamic
world ?

Research hypothesis: For better understanding of research structure
we should pay attention to different layers of the Islamic world. As we
know, this cultural geography consists of a central core and peripheral
areas and the cultural status of each is different. Another important
point is the geographical location of Central Asia as a link between the
center of the Muslim world and large parts of the Islamic peripheries.
Considering all these issues, our hypothesis is that "With the evolution
of the Silk Road, the cultural evolution between Central Asia and the
central world of Islam began to decline and this relationship with
Islamic peripheries became progressive and with a positive balance."

Methodology: Since this article is a historical and trend study, the
method of historical analysis will be used, but at the same time we
will have a glimpse of the theory of social change by Steven Vago to
separate the components of changes such as identity, direction, levels,
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factors and their periods and finally create a better understanding of
their overall atmosphere .

Results and discussion: With the entry to the modern centuries and the
developements of road networks, regional socio-political
developements changed the previous trend. With the emergence of a
network of powerful land routes on the northern branch of silk road,
with the extensive support of the Russians and at the same time
Muslims eager to engage with Central Asia (which had been excluded
from the southern branch), intra-religious relations with fellow
Muslims of the Islamic world entered a new world. This residual
Islamic legacy was attractive to Russian Muslims.

Conclusion: The result we obtained was that the development of the
Silk Road, along with the extensive social and political changes,
caused a decrease in the cultural flow and dynamic relations with the
central world of Islam and at the same time, other neighbors of the
Central Asian Muslims in the surrounding Islamic world, due to the
formation of new communication networks, the interaction with their
countrymen has become more intense and has formed a new form of
cultural relations with Central Asia. This whole historical process is as
follows from the language of Vago's theory: In the new centuries, the
former functional identities changed at the regional and extra-regional
levels, and with the skill of the Muslim political powers and colonists,
led to a change in the direction of the previous cultural flow.

Therefore, if we look at the developements from the perspective of
the center of the Islamic world, we will follow the hypothesis of
cultural decline in the region, but if we look at the world around
Islam, we will find efforts that will confirm the hypothesis of those
who say about the continuity of cultural glory.

Key Words: Cultural Changes, Central Islamic World, Peripheral
Islamic World, Silk Road, Central Asia.
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