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Abstract:

Introduction: Foreign policy is a complex subject in the field of
international relations, which is included in the sub-branch of "foreign
policy analysis”. It is strongly influenced by both domestic and
international factors. The decision-making process for foreign policy
requires careful consideration of domestic and foreign considerations.
Therefore, it is important to use theories and models to analyze and
review the foreign policies of countries, considering the internal and
external environments. The collapse of the Soviet Union and the
formation of new republics created a competitive atmosphere in
Central Asia. The Islamic Republic of Iran has been active in the
current developments in Central Asia and was one of the first
countries to officially recognize the independence of Kyrgyzstan on
December 21, 1991. Through bilateral relations and regional
cooperation, Iran has tried to strengthen cooperation with Kyrgyzstan
in various fields, including politics, economics, culture, science and
technology. To achieve this goal, Iran has adopted various foreign
policy strategies towards the Kyrgyz Republic. The purpose of this
research is to analyze the current foreign policy strategies of the
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Islamic Republic of Iran towards Kyrgyzstan and to present potential
scenarios for Iran’s foreign policy in this country.

Research question: The purpose of this research is to answer the
following questions: What is Iran's foreign policy strategy in
Kyrgyzstan? What are the strengths and weaknesses of these
strategies?

Research hypothesis: The proposed hypothesis is that Iran's foreign
policy strategies towards Kyrgyzstan have not been successful and
dynamic due to the country's internal strengths and environmental
opportunities. Methodology: The current research has been carried out
with the aim of analyzing the present and past strategies of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Kyrgyzstan by compiling a conceptual model
influenced by approaches of foreign policy analysis and its governing
principles. This will be followed bya forward-looking approach
to create potential and favorable scenarios for the Islamic Republic of
Iran in this country. The research conceptual model will include two
strategic management models, namely Swat and Postel, as research
techniques. The research approach will be a "futuristic” approach with
focusing on scenarios. The main advantage of this conceptual model is
its ability to simultaneously consider the micro, macro and moderate
levels and at the same time use a prospective approach to analyze the
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Kyrgyzstan.

Results and discussion: Based on the drivers, trends, events and
images, the following scenarios can be envisioned for Iran's foreign
policy in Kyrgyzstan: the first scenario: the o-surprise scenario:
possible revision: One of the most likely scenarios of Iran's foreign
policy in Kyrgyzstan is the continuation of current trends without
major changes. This scenario is included in the category of "static"
scenarios and involves maintaining the current level of bilateral
relations. The second scenario can be called "the most likely optimal”
or the optimistic scenario: This scenario predicts that with the
implementation of a ten-year comprehensive agreement between the
two countries and the exploitation of many mines, the country’s
tourism and hydropower potential will increase, strengthening the
communication corridors, the benefits of the country’'s membership in
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the Eurasian Economic Union ( EEU ) in relation to Iran as well as
Iran's permanent membership in the Shanghai organization, the
political, economic and cultural relations between the two countries
will be promoted to the favorable level.

The third scenario: "The worst scenario™ or pessimistic scenario:
Given that currently Iran's relations with all countries of the Central
Asian region, including Kyrgyzstan, are not at a favorable level
compared to the strengths and the opportunities of the region, the
possible unfavorable scenario is the continuation of this process along
with the weakening of this relationship due to reasons including the
strong presence of China and other competing countries.
"Desirable™ or "miracle"” scenarios: The lifting of sanctions against
Iran, the establishment of normal relations with
the international community and permanent membership of Iran in the
Shanghai Organization will have a significant impact on Iran's global
influence as well as the region and the country of Kyrgyzstan. This
greatly  enhance the overall  level of relationship between all
parties involved.

Conclusion: The examination of Iran's foreign policy in Kyrgyzstan
shows that while political and cultural relations between the two
countries have been positive and friendly, the economic relations have
been limited and at a low level. Based on the Swot and Pestel model,
Iran's political strategy in Kyrgyzstan was offensive, with a defensive
economic strategy and a focus on cultural diversity. Various scenarios
can be analyzed for the future of relations between the two countries,
including optimistic scenarios, but other possible scenarios should
also be considered. Finally, the research hypothesis can be confirmed
that despite having strengths and opportunities, the two countries still
have a long way to achieve an ideal relationship due to weaknesses
and environmental challenges.

Key Words: Foreign Policy, Central Asia, Soviet Union, Islamic
Republic of Iran, Kyrgyzstan.
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