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Abstract

Introduction: Researchers have divided the cause of the 2014 and
2022 Crises in Ukraine into three categories. Some have attributed the
2014 and 2022 crises in Ukraine to Russia's efforts to prevent the
expansion of the European Union and NATO and the bordering of
these institutions with this country and another group links the cause
of these crises to Russia's desire to gain power and return to the
greatness of Soviet era, as well as Ukraine's western policies. But
from the authors' perspective, the cause of these crises should also be
examined from another perspective, which is the role of the West in
the emergence of these crises and their prolongation. Accordingly, this
article attempts to analyze the West’s role in the occurrence of the
2014 and 2022 crises in Ukraine and their prolongation, using the

propositions of the theory of offensive realism.
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Research question: What role did the West play in the outbreak and
prolongation of the 2014 and 2022 crises in Ukraine?

Research hypothesis: The research hypothesis is because the West,
through three strategies of baiting, balancing, interventon, prepared
the ground for the 2014 and 2022 crises in Ukraine and their
prolongation in order to prevent Russia from gaining power.
Methodology and theoretical framework: A qualitative multiple case
study method was used to answer the research question and test the
hypothesis. The data was collected using a library resource and
analyzed wusing a descriptive-analytical approach within the
framework of the theory of offensive realism.

Results and discussion: The results indicated that the diferent
strategies have been used by west to prevent Russian from prolonging
presence of Russia on Ukrain territory and impact the sitiation.
However, sofar results are not in faveore west and Russia has upper
hand in Ukrain. Of course, the futre of Ukrain crisis is not so clear and
has comelications for both sides. In fact, Ukraine has effectively
played the role of two poles of power, a victim of the competition
between Russia and the West and a prey and tool for the West's goals
against Russia.

Conclusion: According to the propositions of offensive realism,
achieving a position of hegemony is the goal of great powers. Great
powers always try to become hegemon by increasing their power and
when they become hegemons, they use various strategies to increase
their power and manage and control their rivals to prevent the

hegemony of other powers.



Journal of Central Eurasia Studies, Vol. 17, No. 2, Autumn & Winter 2024 3

In fact, the West has always tried to take full advantage of the
country's desire to get closer to the West by inciting and encouraging
Ukrainian officials to join Western institutions in line with its strategic
goal of expanding its sphere of influence in Eastern Europe, and
geopolitically encircling Russia, in this regard Ukraine has been a tool
in the hands of the West to use this country's card to counter its
traditional threat. Therefore, after independence, this country has
always been the scene of competition between the West and Russia
and has witnessed serious conflicts and various political-security

crises.
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